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Dear Commissioner:

Reference is made to NPRM 93- ise and update the requirements of two general
exemptions from the Radio Telegraph requirements of the Communications act.

BACKGROUND:

The Communications Act clearly allows the Commission to extend its authority over the land and
waters contained within the contiguous zone of the United States; but in International waters, the
Commission has no authority as the Commission has signed away any remaining authority to
the IMOATU under international Treaty.

DISCUSSION:

Route restrictions binding upon the Commission are not unnecessarily restrictive, as the
Commission has no authority on International Waters. The exemptions the Commission is
expected to grant are clearly outside the Commission's Jurisdiction. as such voyages are
International Voyages and as such fall under the purview of the [TUAMO by treaty. The ITUAMO
require that a means of Distress Alerting be available, either GMDSS, or SOLAS 1973.

Satellite EPIRBS are not the answer, but should be thought of as a supplemental
warning/alerting device. An EPIRB with a unique ID is an excellent idea, however the satellites
take several passes before some person decides if the alert is real or not. This can take several
hours. Then, it may be too late for some of the casualties. The ideal solution for a distress alert
is communications in record form. Have you ever tried to decipher "English" as spoken by a non
native speaker.? Try it sometime, you will discover that it is very difficult. That it why 2182kHZ
and VHF CH16 radiotelephone is not a good solution. Even when the Distress alerts are
initiated by a RCC, it has been left up to the Radiotelegraph Operators to establish
communications on 500 khz among ships of different nationalities, to coordinate the rescue as

m.acmwa;@ﬂ
UstABCDE







